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Abstract

A Study on the Doctrinal Background of the
Editing of the Flower Garland Sutra

Seok, Gil-ahm
Geumgang University

This article purports to investigate the doctrinal in-—
tention in the editing of the Flower Garland Sutra, in order
to infer the date of its editing and the internal background
of the Buddhist society in the editing process.

As for the doctrinal intention in the editing, the inves-—
tigation is focused on the difference between the originally
independent scriptures and the Flower (Garland Sutra of 60
fascicles. The difference is prominent, firstly, in the ex-
pansion of the notion of the ‘appearance of the Tathagata’
or ‘arising of the Tathagata nature, secondly, in the sig-
nificance and expansion of the structure of the incarnation
of multiple Buddhas and Bodhisattvas with the same names
and pen names which appear with typified forms in the in-
troduction and conclusion of dharma talks, and in the ap-
proach to the sutra title of ‘vaipulya’ and sravakas through-
out the sutra.

As a result of the above investigation, the editing of
the Flower Garland Sutra, when it is inferred through the
circulation of the originally independent scriptures and the
dates of chinese translation of the scriptures and treatises
distinguishing vaipulya (Effi#%) and the Buddhist texts by
sravakas in the Hinayana Buddhism by the terms of
‘pusazang’ (Epkm), ‘dasheng’ (KkFE), and ‘maheyan’ (EEFIAT),
is supposed to have been carried out during the period be-
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tween the beginning and the middle of the 4th century. In
addition, the Buddhist society in the editing process is sup-—
posed to be characterized by stupa worship, the thriving of
the Abhidharma Buddhism, and the continuous appearance
of Mahayana sutras.

Keywords : Flower Garland Sutra, vaipulya (7 &, B #Eg),
stupa worship, appearance of the Tathagata,
arising of the Tathagata nature

Ex 4A 201449 49 1€
AAE 717F 20149 498 7L ~49 25
AA AL 20143 4¥ 269



